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Honest answers as to why someone 
would or would not come back. 

 

Mystery guests are regular, local, 
unchurched people who anonymously 
attend one of our worship services. 
This is an intentional program to help 
us better understand what first-time 
guests think and feel about their 
experience when coming to Salem. We 
were given this opportunity, at no cost 
to the church, because we participated 
in the Healthy Church Initiative four 
years ago. 
 

Twelve mystery visits were made from 
January 29, 2017 – June 11, 2017. 
Mystery guests were all  
pre-screened by the company Faith 
Perceptions. Nine stated that they 
were “unchurched”, meaning that they 
do not attend church on a regular 
basis. There were two male mystery 
guests and ten female. The average age 
of mystery guests is 35. 
 

Rather than a focus on theology or 
beliefs, they focused on community. 
Did they feel welcome? Were they 
made to feel uncomfortable in any 
way? Could they find the church easily? 
Would they consider returning—or 
not—and why? Understanding the 
answers to these and other questions 
is key to improving the way we 
welcome and connect with our guests, 
those people who visit Salem and 
decide whether they will return. (For 
more information about the program 
see http://faithperceptions.com/what-
we-do/mystery-guest-program.) 

The mystery guests completed a survey 
after their visits to Salem. With that 
information, Faith Perceptions 
produced a 157 page report. This report 
was given to Leadership Board chair, 
Nancy Rawson, in late June. 
 

The report contains a lot more data 
than this, but the table below shows a 
quick look at the average ratings we 
received (note that half went to 9 AM 
worship and half went to 11 AM). The 
ratings are both affirming and 
challenging. There are many strengths 
and some opportunities, too. The 
Leadership Board and Staff will be 
digesting this report and considering 
the things we might need to do. If you 
would like to see the full report, please 
contact the Church Office. 
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God saves us 
by grace so 

we can  
do something  

   

John Louk, Pastor 
 

Blessing the Earth 

than the absence of conflict, God’s peace 
is wholeness, completeness, health, well-
being, joy, beauty, love, friendship, justice, 
and salvation. Living out our name, Salem, 
in our own lives and in the world around 
us is one way to be a blessing to the earth. 

Of course there are thousands of ways we 
can do this, both individually and together 
as Salem. So many opportunities already 
exist: participating in Salem’s mission 
focus each month (school kits, blankets, 
blessing bags for shelters); serving with 
the Salem Servants at Green Square Meals 
the first Thursday of each month; serving 
with Matthew 25; giving new children’s 
books and/or volunteering to read with a 
student at one of our elementary schools; 
helping send educational materials to 
Sierra Leone with Books without Borders; 
getting involved with Justice for Our 
Neighbors; or making or buying hats, 
scarves, and mittens for children in area 
schools. These are just a few examples. 

The Mission Team is organizing a mission 
fair on August 27 during fellowship time 
(10-11 AM). We’re making it easy for you 
to get involved. How do you or how will 
you respond to God’s call to bless the 
earth? What existing ministry might you 
participate in or what new ministry might 
you start? 

Thank you to all of you who are already 
blessing the earth. Thank you for what 
you’re doing! 

If you aren’t sure whether you’re blessing 
the earth somehow, or if you know God 
keeps poking you about this, take the next 
step. Get involved with a ministry that 
blesses, that does good. Even the little 
things you do, joined with the little things 
we all do, make a difference, transforming 
the world, blessing the earth. God saves 
you by grace so you can do something. 

 

Grace and peace to you, 

John Louk 

How are you blessing the earth? 

In worship this summer we have been 
reading the beginning of our story in 
Genesis. The covenant that God made 
with God’s people, beginning with 
Abraham and Sarah, is that because the 
Lord God blesses us we will be a blessing; 
all the families of the earth will be blessed 
by God’s people (Genesis 12:1-3). Through 
Jesus we have been grafted on to this 
story. This is our story. So we also are 
meant to be a blessing to all the people of 
the earth. 

That’s why in the United Methodist 
Church, our mission is to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ who transform the world. We 
are to help care for and renew everything 
and everyone that God created. 

John Wesley, the founder of the 
Methodist movement, understood God’s 
grace as power — the power to live a 
transformed life, the power to transform 
the world. He never doubted that we are 
saved only by God’s grace through faith. 
But Wesley believed God calls us to 
participate, to be fruitful. That is, God 
saves us by grace so we can do something, 
so we can work for God’s will in the world. 
That’s why one of Wesley’s rules for living 
is to do all the good you can. “Whoever 
does good is from God” (3 John 11b). 

God blessed Abraham and Sarah so they 
and their family would bless all the earth. 
Now that’s us; we’re that family. We are 
the people meant to bless the rest of the 
world, the people showing the world what 
it means to be the world that God 
intended in Creation. 

How do we do that? How do we bless the 
families of the earth? How do we show 
the world what it means to be the world 
God intended in Creation? How do we 
transform the world? How do we make 
life good and beautiful where we live? 
Following Jesus means doing something, 
engaging in doing good. 

That’s why we seek to live out our name. 
“Salem” comes from the Hebrew word, 
shalom, meaning God’s peace. Much more 
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August 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    

 

 1 

UMW Garage Sale Set Up 

7 AM—8 PM Polling 
Place  for Special County 
Election 

9:30 AM Staff Meeting 

 

 

 

2 

UMW Garage Sale Set Up 

10 AM Wednesday  
  Morning Bible Study 

 

3 

UMW Garage Sale  

8 AM—5 PM 

8:30 AM Foster Grand-

parent Program Meeting 

1 PM Mission Team 

3:30 PM Salem Servants  
  Serve Green Square    
  Meals 

4 

UMW Garage Sale  

8 AM—12 PM 

 

5 

8 AM UM Men’s  

Breakfast 

 

 

6     Ordinary Time 

9 AM Contemporary 
  Worship 

10 AM Fellowship 

11 AM Traditional  
  Worship 

 

7 

 

 

8 

9:30 AM Prayer Room 

9 

10 AM Wednesday  
  Morning Bible Study 

 

10 

9:30 AM UMW Sarah  
  Circle 

 

11 12 

 

13     Ordinary Time 

9 AM Contemporary      
  Worship 

10 AM Fellowship 

11 AM Traditional  
  Worship 

12:30 PM Women’s 
Care Group 

 

14 

 

 

15 

5:15 PM  Leadership 
Board 

16 

10 AM Wednesday  
  Morning Bible Study 

12 PM Golden Links  
  (Pizza Ranch) 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

 

20     Ordinary Time 

9 AM Contemporary      
  Worship 

10 AM Fellowship 

11 AM Traditional  
  Worship 

 

21 

Forecaster  
articles due to  
Church Office 

22 

9:30 AM Prayer Room 

23 

10 AM Wednesday    
  Morning Bible Study 

24 

5 PM UMM Iowa Ham 

Dinner 

25 26 

 

27 Ordinary Time 

Back to School Blessing 

9 AM Contemporary      
  Worship 

10 AM Fellowship 

10 AM Mission Fair 

10:10 AM Connecting 
Point 

11 AM Traditional  
  Worship 

 

28 

 

29 

12:30 PM Cards and  
  Fellowship 

30 

10 AM Wednesday    
  Morning Bible Study 

31  Salem Office hours: 

Monday—Thursday 

9 AM to 4 PM 

(closed holidays) 



In August we come to the end of our summer worship series is Genesis: The Beginning 
of Our Story. We’ve been following the stories of Abraham and Sarah, who were called 
by God to leave their home and journey to a new place and become a great nation in 
order to bless the whole earth. This is our story and who we are. There is a Jewish 
prayer, Mi Shebeirach, that says: “May the source of strength who blessed the ones 
before us help us find the courage to make our lives a blessing.” 

Don’t miss the back to school blessing on August 27. Kids, youth, and adults who 
attend or work in school at any level are welcome to be blessed and to bring a back 
pack or bag for the blessing. 

The liturgical color for this season is green, symbolizing growth in Christ. Come and 
worship! 

 

Aug 6 Genesis: The Beginning of Our Story 

Genesis 32:22–31 Jacob Wrestles at Peniel 
Psalm 17:1–7, 15 I Shall Behold Your Face in Righteousness 

Romans 9:1–5  God’s Election of Israel 
Matthew 14:13–21 Feeding the Five Thousand 

 Holy Communion 
 
Aug 13  Genesis: The Beginning of Our Story 

Genesis 37:1–4, 12–28 Joseph Is Sold by His Brothers 

Psalm 105:1–6, 16–22 The Lord Sent a Man Ahead of Them 

Romans 10:5–15  Salvation Is for All 
Matthew 14:22–33 Jesus Walks on the Water 

 
Aug 20 Genesis: The Beginning of Our Story (end of the series) 

Genesis 45:1–15  Joseph Reveals Himself to His Brothers 

Psalm 133   How Good and Pleasant to Live in Unity 

Romans 11:1–2a,29–32 All Israel Will Be Saved 

Matt 15:(10–20), 21–28 The Canaanite Woman’s Faith 
 Holy Communion 

 
Aug 27 Ordinary Time — Back to School Backpack Blessing 

Exodus 1:8–2:10  The Israelites Are Oppressed/Birth of Moses 

Psalm 124   Our Help Is in the Name of the Lord 

Romans 12:1–8  The New Life in Christ 
Matthew 16:13–20 Peter’s Declaration about Jesus 
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Summer Worship Series — Genesis: The Beginning of Our Story 

Come and Worship! 

Sundays  

9 AM—Contemporary 

11 AM—Traditional 

 

 



Birthdays: 
1 Beckie Greenman 
2 Troy Bergmann 
3 Tim King 
8  Alyssa Hague 
9  Sharon Busch 
10  Sandy Rierson 
10 Carver Hague 
10   Joshua Jacobus 
12   Pam Wheeler 
12 Jan Hutchison 
12  Kay Feldmann 
15  Jim Jacobus 
19 Lori Hixson 
20  Diana Musgrove 
24 Pat Conrad 
24  Linsey Thomas 
24 Camryn Meyer 
25  Kyle Cross 
26  Mark Hixson 
27  Gary Brockschink 
29  Jim Caviness 
30   Ralph Wilfong 

Page 5 

August Birthdays and Anniversaries  

 
 
Anniversaries: 
2 Christine & Ryan Rand 
5 Donna & Lee Borntrager 
8 Jim & Bert Carver 
8 Bill & Julie Lefebure 
9 Allan & Jan Johnson 
10 Matt & Courtney Templeton 
16 Marlene & Ronald Primrose 
21 Deb & Gary Valenta 
25 Monty & Sandy Rierson 
25 Jeremy & Alyssa Hague 
30 Archer & Ausha Ayers 
31 Ed & Diane Foss 
 
 

Salem Servants are serving at Green 
Square Meals at the Ecumenical  
Community Center every first  
Thursday of the month at 3:30 PM. 
Any questions contact Linda Curson at 
lcurson@me.com or 319-651-8029; or 
Donna Borntrager at  

Chrysalis is a three day weekend  
designed as an experience to meet 
Jesus Christ in a new way as God's 
Grace and Love is revealed to you 
through other believers. If you are (or 
someone you know is) a sophomore in 
high school through the age of twenty 
one, we invite you to experience a 
Chrysalis weekend. You'll spend three 
days with other young people in  

worship, prayer, fellowship, and a 
whole lot of fun. Flight 48 will be held 
September 2-4 at First United  
Methodist Church in Marshalltown. 
Pastor John will be there as the  
Spiritual Director. For more  
information, talk to Pastor John or visit 
https://www.crchrysalis.org. 

Chrysalis Is Labor Day Weekend 

Salem Servants 

donnajborntrager@gmail.com or  
319-213-1077. 

mailto:lcurson@me.com
tel:319-651-8029
https://www.crchrysalis.org
mailto:donnajborntrager@gmail.com
tel:319-213-1077
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United Methodist Women    Nan Livingston, President  

Sarah Circle will meet on Thursday, 
August 10 at 9:30 AM in Fellowship 
Hall. Chatty Lullman is hostess. 
August lesson is: "NURTURING 
COMMUNITY: REFRESHING 
OURSELVES FOR MISSION." Bible 
study will be Luke 8:1-3 and Luke 
23:54-24:11. 

 

Rachel Circle will not 
meet in August as we 
will focus on the Church 
Garage Sale on August 
4th and 5th. See you 
September 14th! 

Golden Links will meet on  
Wednesday, August 16, at 12 PM at  
Pizza Ranch (2450 Westdale Drive 
SW). Program by Barb Whitmer. All 
seniors are invited. Please join us! 

Call Jeff Cook (393-9180), Judy  
Thomas (390-6574) or Dick Talbott 
(247-9919) for information. 

United Methodist Men’s breakfast is 
Saturday, August 5, at 8 AM in 
Fellowship Hall. All men are invited 
to be a part of the United Methodist 
Men. Please make your reservations 
by calling Jeff Cook at 319-393-9180.   

United Methodist Men                         Mark Minger  

Women’s Care Group meets  

monthly to encourage and care for 

one another and to extend that care 

beyond the walls of Salem.  

Please plan to join us Sunday,  

August 13, at 12:30 PM at Fazoli’s on 

Edgewood. 

Women’s Care Group 

All Golden Agers Welcome! 
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Church-Wide Garage Sale 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Salem’s Church-Wide Garage Sale, an 
annual event sponsored by the UMW, 
will be held Thursday, August 3,  
8 AM – 5 PM, and Friday, August 4,  
8 AM – Noon, in Fellowship Hall.  
Friday is $4 bag day – all items that fit 
in a large kitchen garbage bag for $4. 
What a deal! Proceeds will go to  
United Methodist Women mission 
projects. 
 

Donation items may be dropped off in 
Fellowship Hall Tuesday, August 1 
from 9 AM – 6 PM, and Wednesday, 
August 2, 9 AM – Noon. If you have 

items to donate, but are unable to 
get them to the church during these 
hours, please call Charlene Harrison 
at 393-9511 to make arrangements 
for pick up. Items NOT accepted are 
baby cribs or car seats (recall issues), 
adult clothes, or furniture, but we 
WILL accept any other donations  
including CHILDREN’S clothes and 
shoes and those treasures around 
your home that you no longer need 
or use. 
 

For additional questions or to  
volunteer to work during the set up 
or sale times, please contact  
Charlene Harrison at the number 
above.   
 

Thank you in advance for your  
generosity and support.   

August 27, 10-11 AM 

“Growing spiritually by finding a place 
to serve!”  

The church is in the business of  
making disciples of Jesus who  
transform the world. We have to get  
beyond the walls of the church to do 
that. Therefore, the Mission Team will 
hold a Mission Fair during fellowship 
time the last Sunday of August. It is a 
wonderful time for members to meet 
and gather information about the  
various ministries that are available in 
the Cedar Rapids community and  
beyond. You will have the opportunity 
to engage with organizations and sign 
up for ministry work. You will be able 
to ask questions, discuss your many 
gifts and talents, and learn how you 
can share your talents with several 
mission areas. This will give everyone  

the chance to see how we can make 
a difference within the  
community. Come and learn 
of possibilities where you can  
become personally involved in the 
transformation of the world. We 
hope you grow spiritually by finding a 
place to serve. Make plans to come 
early during the fellowship time at 10 
AM so you have time to visit with all 
the different mission opportunities.   

August Mission Focus—Mission Fair 
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“1. The church choir leads and enlivens 
the congregation’s song; 2. The church 
choir sings music that the congregation 
cannot; 3. The church choir serves as a 
small group within the church for faith 
formation; 4. The church choir sings 
beautiful and challenging music to praise 
God and edify the congregation.”  

Please consider joining the choir.   
Questions, please contact our Choir  
Director Linda Curson at (319) 651-8029 
or at l.curson@salemchurchcr.com.  

Salem’s choir will be starting our fall 
season with the first rehearsal on 
Wednesday, September 6 from 7-8 
PM. We would love to have you join 
us.  Ability to read music is preferred, 
but not a requirement. We sing at the 
11:00 AM service each Sunday.   
However, choir is so much more than 
singing an anthem. Brad Hehn,  
Director of Music Ministry for Arapaho 
United Methodist Church in  
Richardson, Texas says there are four 
functions of a church choir. 

Bell Choir 

Are you starting to make plans for fall? 
Maybe looking for a small group at 
church? The Salem Bell Choir could be 
just the thing for you! We are planning 
to start up with a short session in  
October, rehearsing on Thursday  
evenings (Oct. 5 - 26) from 7:00 - 8:00 
PM, and ringing during worship on the 
last Sunday of the month. 

This session will be geared towards 
those wishing to try out a new skill, as 
well as returning members who might 
need a little "brushing up".  
Newcomers are very welcome! (Some 
music experience is helpful, but not 
required). 

 

 

 

Ready to sign up? Got questions? Call 
or email our bell choir director (and 
organist), Julia Titus, at 319-365-7033 
or j.titus@salemchurchcr.com. 

This is a fun, joy-filled group whose 
members truly enjoy each other's  
company. Come, join us! Experience 
the beauty of making music for the 
Lord! 

 

Join The Choir 
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Salem UMC is excited to  
announce that you can now  
manage your giving online in a 
new and easier to use format! 
Giving online is simple and allows 
you to make a one-time donation 
or set up automatic recurring  
contributions. Once you create 
your own personal profile, you 
may view your complete online 
giving history from anywhere you 
have access to the Internet.   
Contributions can be debited  
automatically from your checking 
or savings account or processed 
using your debit card. Our  
electronic giving program offers 
convenience for you and provides 
much-needed donation  
consistency for our congregation.  
If you are currently giving on a 
weekly basis, you will no longer 
need to write out 52 checks a year 
or prepare 52 envelopes. And 
when travel, illness, or other  
circumstances prevent you from 
attending services, this program 
will allow your weekly offerings to 
continue on an uninterrupted  
basis.  

To begin donations, simply follow 
these easy steps:  
1) Visit the church website at  

salemchurchcr.com  
2)   Click on the “Give Online”     

button; this will take you to the      
Online Donation site. From here 
you may enter your donation 
with options for one-time or re-
curring frequencies. 

 
There are two ways to set up your  
personal profile.   
1) Use the “Create Profile” button 

on the Online Donation page.  
(This is the only option for those 
who have a recurring donation 
already established) 

2) When setting up your  
donation for the first time, you 
will be given an option on the 
Donor Information page to  
provide a password and  
create a profile. 

 
If you have any questions, or need 
assistance, please contact our church 
treasurer, Linda Curson at  
(319) 651-8029 or  
financeoffice@salemchurchcr.com. 

New and Improved Online Giving 



 

 

  9:00 AM  Contemporary Worship   Sanctuary 

10:00 AM  Fellowship Time   Fellowship Hall 

11:00 AM  Traditional Worship   Sanctuary 

 

Nursery for infants through 4-year-olds is available on the Lower Level  

during worship services and Sunday School. 

 

Salem Office hours: Monday—Thursday 9 AM to 4 PM 

(closed standard holidays) 

August 2017 Forecaster 

3715 33rd Avenue SW 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52404 
 

319-362-6178 

office@salemchurchcr.com 

www.salemchurchcr.com 

www.facebook.com/salem.cr 
  

RETURN SERVICE  

    REQUESTED  

Salem’s Sunday Morning Schedule  

Salem’s mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
“connecting people, building community, transforming lives through Jesus” 


